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Hot Zone Mission Statement

To enhance the ability of the CAPS 
program to identify and target high 
risk areas and sentinel sites within 

the United States that have the 
highest potential for exotic pest 
introduction and to successfully 

provide early detection and 
eradication of these pests.
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• A dynamic, adaptable approach to targeted pest detection

• Can be utilized in a multitude of situations and areas to 
prioritize areas of pest introduction risk

• Numerous tools available to collect and analyze data 

• Successful from hometown-rural to ultra-urban

Hot Zone Trapping
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Florida:  Dade County

Population: 2,363,600

Density:  1215 people/square mile

West Virginia

Population:  1,815,354 (Yes, the entire State)

Density:  75 people/square mile

2004 Census Data
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Panel Members

Jason Watkins – Pest Survey Specialist, KY/WV
West Virginia Activity Summary

Eduardo Varona – Pest Survey Specialist, FL
Florida Activity Summary

Brett Miller – Regional Program Manager, WR
Western Region Activity Summary

Joe Russo – ZedX, Inc.
Web-based Technology for Targeting Pest Detection
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Hot Zone Trapping

Targeting Pest Detection Activities 
in West Virginia
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Proposed work for 2006…
Potential Ports/Points of Entry

• Military bases
• Rest Areas and Weigh Stations
• Airports
• Sales Genie queries to check for holes in data (194 pages of codes)

The usual review of the following…

• EAN Review – PPQ 523
• Mail Interceptions – PPQ 287
• Notice of Imported Plants/Plant Material – PPQ 264
• Permit to Move Live Plant Pests or Noxious Weeds – PPQ 526
• General Permits
• Fumigation Database
• Follow up on state specific data received from Regional Office


